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IX. An Account of Books, 

i. Mufeo di Fifua &• di Efperienz,? , &c„ 
By Signior Boccone ; with additional Remarks 
by Mr. John Ray, F. R. S. 

TH I S Book is made up of many curious Obfer- 
vations, Natural and Medicinal, about various 
Subje&s, not digefted into any certain Method, but 
mifcellaneoufly difpoftd : Each Obfervation dedicated to 
fome Noble or Learned Perfon. 

The Four firft Obfervations are concerning that 
dreadful Earthquake that happened in Sicily, in the Year 
1693. and contain a particular and exa£fc Account of all 
the Accidents aftd Effe&s or Confequents of it. It had 
Two main Fits or Concuffions, which may be calfed 
Two diftincft Earthquakes ; The Firft was on the 9th 
of January, about Five Hours after Sun-Set, The Se- 
cond was on the nth of the fame Month, at about 
Twenty one Hours of the Day, according to ths Italian 
Account, This was ftupendous beyond Humane Ima- 
gination, and lafted about Four Minutes with fierce Pul- 
fations, the Earth Co leaping up and rebounding, that 
it was impoflible for a Man to keep himfelf on his Feet, 
unlefs he flood ft ill, firm, without Motion : And he that 
caft himfelf, or was caft down upon the Ground with 
his whole Body, was toiled to and fro, and carried from 
one place to another by the Shocks I fhall not men- 
tion any Particulars; there having been a full and ex- 
acSt Account and Defcription of this Earthquake inierted 
in thefe Tranfa&ions. 

The Fifth Obfervation is concerning Yellow Amber* 
or Succinum, and its Original He endeavours by ma- 
ny Arguments to prove, that Amber is nothing elfe but 

H tfaphth* 



( H ) 

Naphtha, or 0/bf#* Petroleum coagulated or condenfed. 
I was told by a Chymift at Mont pe liter, That O&ww Pe- 
troleum was the fame with Oyl of Jet or Gagates, and 
not to be diftkiguifhed by Colour, Tafte, Smell, Con- 
fiftency, Vertues, or any other Accident, as he had by 
Experience found, which renders Signior Boccone's Opi- 
nion probable, there being great Affinity between Jet and 
Amber. 

The Sixth Obfervation is about fome Alcalick and 
Medicinal Earths of Italy, particularly the Terra Virgin 
ne aurea, known in Venice by its Salutary Effedfcs : This 
is found in the State of Modena, at a Place called San. 
Paolo , near the City of Reggh. It is of great Ufe in 
putrid and malignant Fevers^ in Hypochondriacal Paffih 
om, above all it is wonderful in flopping Hxmorrhagies 
or Fluxes of Blood, 

The Seventh Obfervation gives us an Account of the 
Powder of Claramont (fo called from the Name of the 
Author, who hath written a little Book about it) or 
Terra de Baira, becaufe it is found at a Place called Baira 
near Palermo. It is found alfb in other Places of Sicily, 
and is of a White Colour. It hath the fame Vermes and 
Uks with the Terra Vergtne aurea. He fpeaks alfo in 
this Obfervation of the Mineral Bezoar-Stone ofGiraldh 
nus ; and of the Terra Melitenfis or Petra S. Pauli, and 
gives us the Receipt of the Pulvh of Fondacare. More 
Experiments of the Vertucs of Terra de Baira he gives in 
the Twelfth Obfervation. 

The Eighth Obfervation gives a farther Account of the 
Lapis. Bezoar Mineralis fojftlis of Sicily, which is a kind 
ofGeodes: This reduced to Powder, and given in a con- 
venient Vehicle, is of great ufe in Malignant Fevers,Small 
Pox and Worms, &c. Of this Stone he hath treated large- 
ly in his Recherches <8f Olfirvations Nature ffes } Printed 
at Amjlerdam, 

Ine 



( ss ) 

The Ninth prefents us with feveral forts of Terra Lem- 
ma, i . ' One found near the City of Roan in Normandy, 
z. One found in the Mountains of Siena, agreeing in all 
Points with S. Paul's Earth of Malta. 3. One found in 
the Mountain of Maiello in Abruzzo, which our Author 
thinks a fit Succedaneum of the terra Virgine aurea fore- 
mentioned. In this Obfervation the Vnkornu foffile is 
briefly touched. 

The Tenth adds more forts of Tema Lemnia^ as that 
of Militia in Sicily, and the Terra Bezoartica of Nocera, 
which he accounts a fort of Lemnia. This is endowed 
with AlexipharmacVettucs, being found by Experience 
to be very efficacious againft Malignant Fevers, Heat of 
Urine, and Fluxes of Blood. It agrees in Tafte, Smtlt 
and Vertues with that of Lemnos or Malta. The Aqua 
Santa or Aqua dt Nocera (defcribed by Amihal Camilla* 
in a certain Treatife of his) running through the Mine or 
Veins of this Terra Lemnia, impregnates its felf with the 
Particles thereof, and thereby becomes Co cordial and 
corroborant, that it works miraculous Effe&s in many 
Difeafes, fo that it is the Glory of Italy. It is to be ufed 
as other mineral Waters. 

In his Twelfth Obfervation he gives us a more exaft 
and particular Defcript ion of the Fungus typhoides cocci- 
neus tulerofm Melitenfis; names many Places befides 
Malta, where it is to be found, as about Tunis in Barha* 
ry, in a little Ifland mzrCozzo, in divers places of Sicily, 
efpecially near Trapani in the Salt -Works, and in a little 
Ifland called Ronciglio, &c. He commends it as a fbve- 
reign Medicine againft the Dyflentery, either taken in 
Powder or made into a Syrup. 

The Thirteenth is concerning an Urn found in Malta, 
containing Afhes and a Baifamick Liquor. 
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The Fourteenth contains an Account of the Italian 
Medicinal Manna f found and gathered not only in Cala- 
bria, but many other Places, which he Names, and af- 
files us that it is no Celeftial Dew, or Mel Aereum, but 
a Gum or Exfudation of the Fraxinus rotundiore folio 
C. B. or Omus. But I meet with little in this Obferva- 
tion concerning Manna of Calahria y but what is to be 
found in Botanick Books. Here he gives us an Account 
of Four ions of Manna, found in the Eaflern Provinces, 
which he received by Word of Mouth from a difcalceate 
Carmelite Fryar, who was a Millionary into thofe Parts. 
He (peaks in this Observation of a fort of Dew, w r hich in 
the \ih of Corfica falls on the Leaves of forne Plants, in 
clear, hot, and dry Weather, and condenfes into great 
Drops, which being gathered by the Country-men, and 
tsfted, is found to be a delicate fweet Manna f but being 
ftruck by the Sun-beams, is infenfibly diflblved and dit- 
fipated, leaving only upon the Leaves whereon it fell, 
fome Impreffions or fine Capfules of a white Colour. 

The Fifteenth Obfervation concerns the Properties and 
Medicinal lifts of the Manna of Calabria. Here he gives 
us a Proverb the Calabrtanshave concerning Manna, To 
a fick Perfon that wants Phyfick they prefcribe, Va e 
piglia la Manna^^perche o ti fana> o ti ne Manna, i. e. 
Manda, Go and take Manna, for either it will heal thee, 
or elfe fend thee; viz, to another Life. Which Proverb 
had its Original from Experience of the unhappy Effect 
that Manna hath had upon fome fick Perfons, who ha- 
ving taken it too old, have died by exceffive Purging. 
Bait this is a Caution all Phyfitians give, not to take 
Mama above a Year old. Dr Paulo Manfred'^ a Phyft- 
cian of great Reputation at Rome, acquainted our 
Author, That, he had often experienced that Manna will 
purge with great Convenience exhibited in a much Jefs 
BMe than it is copiinpnly given in, if diflblved in a co~ 
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pious Liquor, viz. One fingle Ounce in a Pound of 
Broth or diftiiled Water. 

The Sixteenth is about the Venomous Spider or Ta- 
rantola oxCorftca., The Ifland oiCorJica he tells us, pro- 
duces neither Porcupines, Wolves, nor Vipers j but in- 
fteadof thefe lad, it breeds venomous Spiders, called by 
the Inhabitants farantola or Malmignatto. Of which 
there are Two forts, the One hath a round Body, and 
refcmbles the farantola of Apulia, and in like manner 
bites, impretfing. on all the Parts of the Perfbn bitten, 
an irreparable Cold with Pain and Cramps and Swelling 
in the whole Superficies ot the Body. The other Spi- 
der (lings, makes no Web, is in Shape of the Body like 
to a Horfe-Ant, he hath but Six Feet ; whence it appears 
to he really no Spider \ but of the Ant- kind. Its ftmging 
is attended with many dangerous Symptoms, as Livid- 
nefs of the Flefli, an intolerable Spajmus or Cramp* 
fbmetimes flopping of the Urine and natural Evacuation } 
a kind of Congelation of the whole Habit of the Bo- 
dy. For Cure, they ufe Cupping, Scarification, burn- 
ing the Wound, applying to it fheriaca, or Orvietan^ 
and giving inwardly ftrong Wine with Venice* Treacle to 
drink. 

The Seventeenth Obfervation is of the farantola of 
Apnlia % which is a bea* en Subject, and of which more 
hath been faid than is true. Notwithftanding what our 
Author hath written, I am not fully fatisfied, that the 
Dancing of the farantati to certain Tunes and Inflru- 
merits, and that thefe Fits continue to recurre Yearly, 
as long as the farantola that bit them lives, and then 
ceafe, are any other than afting Fictions and Tricks to 
get Money. The Symptoms that attend the biting of 
the farantola of Apulia, as alfo the manner of Cure and 
Remedies, are the fame with thofe mentioned in the 
precedent Obfervation. The Stinging of a Scorpion 
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produces the (ante EfjFefts with the biting of a Tarantofa. 
If&Tarantola be removed out of its natural Place, <v.g. 
to Naples, Rome, &c* and there admitted to bite, it doth 
no harm at all ; which is very unlikely ; but that the 
TarantoU bred at Rome are innocent, is probable. The 
fame being experienced in the flinging of Scorpions , which 
in Africa is deadly, but in Italy, if they are bred there, 
Innocent : and I doubt not but that we in England have the 
fame Species of Spider with the Taranrola. 

The Eighteenth Obfervation is about a venomous Spi- 
der of Sardinia, whofe Bite is very dangerous, fwelling 
the whole Body, Qfo and caufing Death in a few Hours. 
It's cured by Oyl Olive, in which the Creature is fuffo- 
cated, kt in the Sun in Summer-time, or upon a Stove 
for fome Days, anointing the part therewith Morning 
and Evening, and giving fome Treacle inwardly. Here 
he difcourfes a little upon the Pietrade cobras, which he 
thinks mod probably to be a Mixture or compound 
thing, not a fimple Body $ concerning the falutary Ef- 
fefts, whereof Naturalifts are not agreed, Signior Redi 
ftoufly coritradi&ing Father Kircher, with his Experi- 
ments/ In another Place he faith, that (erne affirm, 
that the Stones with which Signior Redi macle his Ex- 
periments, were not true and genuine ones • and here he 
gives feveral Inftances of Cures Wrought by the Ufe of 
this Stone, well attefled. 

The Nineteenth Obfervation is concerning Poifons,and 
their Preservatives or Antidotes. Here he gives us Two 
Receipts of the iamous Eie&uary, called, Orvietan\ and 
faich, that he had found out, that fome Empirick, no- 
ted for the Preparation of this Medicine, put into it fome 
Plants of . Afar abate a, and as many Stalks of Gratiola, 
which are fo far from being Alexipharmical, that they 
Purge with Violence, and gives an Account of this Pra- 
B;i(k, He faith, that he cannot, without Relti<Stancy > 
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believe that Afclepias is an Alexipharmick, becauu* it is 
fo like to Dogsbane, indeed it is a Species thereof, and 
becaufe Phyficians never prefcribe is alone. 

In the Twentieth he gives us more Antidotes againffc 
the Biting of she Tarantola of Apulia. And here he 
difcourfes concerning Signatures, which he approves, 
and gives us Signatures of feverai Plants of his own Ob- 
fervation ; which as I can make no great Account of, Co 
neither do I utterly rejzd[* 

The One and Twentieth contains feme Inftancesof the- 
Strange Effects of a kind of Fear or Terror, called by the 
Sicilians , Scanto; the like to which, excepting thofe I 
fufped to be fabulous, are fcmetimes occaftoned by 
Frights with us. He difcourfesin this Obfervation con* 
cerning the inward Ufe of Cant bar ides ;, and tells u$ 9 
That in the upper Hungary they give them to Men bit- 
ten by a Mad Dog, from One to Five, and tobeafts in 
a greater Quantity, in Spirit of Wine, Tberiaca or 
Crums of Bread $ and that after the Ufe of them, thofe 
bitten do not make bloody Urine. Others affirm that 
they are of much Ufe in the Gonorrhea. He tells us, 
That all the Phyfitians and Aromatarii he had confulted, 
agree in condemning the inward Ufe of them. But yet, 
after all* he predids, That Cantharides will have the 
fame Fate with Mercury and Antimony^ which after va-> 
rious Cenfures and Oppofitions, at laft found Credit 
with thofe very Phyfitians which at firft defamed them, 
and abhorred the life of the mas dangerous and Mifchie- 
vous* 

The Title of the Two and Twentieth is concerning 
Obftruftions, Flatufes, Intemperies of the Liver, and a 
Periodical Volvulus or Twtfting of the Guts. 

The Three and Twentieth is concerning regular Peri- 
ods of the Ague and other Difeafes ; here he difcourfes of 
the Root Maputo celebrated by fho. Bartholin for the 
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Cure of the Colick in Norwey. He obferves that the 
Notes of Imperatoria major G. B. agree very nearly with 
thofe of Nupttt, mentioned by Bartholine; and judges 
it to be the fame. 

The Four and Twentieth prefents us with curious 
Actions of fome Animals. And the Five and Twentieth 
with extraordinary and curious Effc&s of fome Plants, 
One I ffjall mention, If with the Flowers of Fraxinella 
we touch other Flowers, as Ro(es, Violets, Gillyflowers, 
Orange-Flowers ; Thefe, although they be Odoriferous, 
fuddenly lofe their natural Scent, and alTume that of the 
Fraxinella. 

The Six and Twentieth is concerning the extravagant 
and prodigious Effluvia of fome Plants and fome Ani- 
mak 

The Seven and Twentieth about various curious Ef- 
fects produced by Nature. 

The Eight and Twentieth treats of the Bees of the 
Hyllean Mountains in S icily y and thofe of other Provin- 
ces, wherein 1 find little but what is to be met with in 
Books written concerning this SubjeA. 

The Nine and Twentieth gives an Account of the 
Pitch of Cajlro, well known in the Ecclefiaftick State, 
famous for its medicinal Vertues, and experienced for the 
Cure of many Di&afi's. It is found in theCampagna of 
Rome, ifTuing out of the Cracks or Figures of a Moun- 
tain above the Village ofCaJlro, Ten Miles diftant from 
the City of Veroli, belonging to the Houfe of Colonna, 
and Sixty from Rome. Here he mentions feveral forts of 
Bituminous Oyls, and Pitches found in other Countries; 
there being fcarce any Province in Europe, in which 
there are not found of them* 

The Thirtieth exhibits a Defcription of the Macaluli 
of Sicily, which is a certain Place near Agrigentum, where 
there is a continual Fermentation, and vifible bubling up 
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of the Superficies of the Earth, which at times fwells and 
rifes up a Yard high jo the Form of a little Hill, and 
finks again in a ftrange manner, &c. To this he adds 
fiveral Stories of Eruptions of Vapours and Fumes out 
of the Ea r th, divers of them mortiferous: And Two 
Letters, the Firft about Petroleum, found in the State of 
Modena r and a Forage which oftentimes in a Year vo- 
mits oat Smoafc, flame, and an Afh-colouied (linking 
Lome or Mud, The Second about an Ojl or Balfom 
found in a Well near Fkerhin Italy, 

The One and Thirtieth gives an Account of the Oyl 
of Jumper; and the Natural Productions of the Territo* 
ry of the Duke of Parma* 

The Two and Thirtieth concerns the Gloffopetre of 
Malta, and other formed Stones, concerning the Origi- 
nal and Formation of which he embraces the Opinion of 
Columna, Stem and Scilla, that they were really the Parts 
or Covers of thofe Animals which they reprefent. He 
anfwers the principal Objection again ft this Opinion, 
viz. thofe Gutters and Lumps of Lenticular Stones of a 
Saffron Colour araafled together, which are frequent- 
ly found in Malta, and of which we have fome very ele- 
gant ones ; which feem to be ths Miner a or Ovarium of 
thofe Bodies they call Serpents Eyes ; the fe he fuppofes 
may be the Eggs of fbme Filh* which produces or breeds 
them in a little Ciftula or Bag; by which means they 
come to be united together in fuch Lumps ; which is the 
heft Anfwer to this Obje&ion I have yet met with ; if 
at lead there be any Fifh which produces her Eggs in 
fuch a Manner. 

The Three and Thirtieth is about the Alternations of 
a certain Well near Chamhery in Savoy, much refembling 
the Viciffitudes of our Ebbing and flowing Well at Gig- 
glejwkk in T&rkfbire, 
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To this he adds feveral Examples of Wells which flow 
at certain Seafons of the Year, as the Crotta of S. Bpipha- 
nius at Famagnfia in Cyprus : One at Sujffenage near the 
City of Grenoble in France : A (mall Well in the Pro* 
vince of Limns, by the Way fide which leads to Gali* 
ano, where the Petroleum is gotten , which runs now one 

way, now another, contrary to the North and South- 

W* •' 
inds. 

The Four and Thirtieth is a Philofophkk Conventi- 
on containing feveral Conferences about Natural and Me- 
dicinal v Matters. The Firft concerning the Pleurifie : 
The Second concerning Womens Vapours, or the Suffo* 
satlo Vterina : The Third concerning the Cancer in Wo- 
mens Breads : The Fourth concerning Chirurgical Helps 
for Wounds, Tumours, Strokes, and Pains : The Fifth 
Concerning certain Medicinal Matters. 

The Five and Thirtieth exhibits fome Vertues and 
U(hs of divers common and negle&ed Plants, which 
grow in almoft all Countries. 

The Six and Thirtieth gives an Account of the various 
for is of Cheefe, and fome other Milk Meats, made in 
Italy and other Places* 

The Smm and Thirtieth is a Difcourfe of JomBap- 
tifla Hodiema concerning the hanging of Clouds in the 
Air, and of Snow, &c. 

The Eight and Thirtieth is an Account of a Simpling 
Voyage of John Baptijla Triumphetti, Bptanick Lectu- 
rer in the Sapienza of Rome, and Demonflxator of Simples 
in the Phy fick-Gardeft there j in which Voyage he gives 
an Account of the Sulphur- Mine at Solfatara, and the 
Manner of diftiliing Sulphur out of it. - %. Of the ma- 
king of Iron, of the Furnace where it is melted, and the 
forge where it is harhmer'd, declaring the manner of 
)oth. 3. Of the Mine and Preparation of Roch Aiiorn 
IQM Rome, 



Moft of the following Obfervatioos are about the Na- 
ture and firftlmpreffion of Coral, and other Lithopbyta, 
Fuci % & Mufii Marmi) Antipathes and Sponges, of which 
forts of Bodies he gives us the Defcription of feveral 
Species : The original of divers Marine Produ&ions, and 
other imperfedt- Plants, as Fuci, Corallines, Zoophytes, 
Mujhromes; and the like ; with the Descriptions and Fi« 
gures of feveral Species of thefe Bodies, Several Sorts 
of the Pietra St e liar i a or Aftroites* Laftly, he adds a 
Difeourfe concerning Muftiromes. 

The Two and Fortieth and Four and Fortieth Obfer- 
vations we have already given an Account of in the Ab~ 
ftra&of his other Book. 

The Three and Fortieth Obfervation is about the -Tur- 
choifes of the? New Rock, which are artificial Stones 
Chymically prepared j the Manner of " Preparation fee 

here. 

This Work contains great Variety of Matter, and a 
multitude of Medicines, fimple and compound, for al- 
mod all Difeafes and Infirmities. The Author (hews 
himfelf to be a Man of great Candor and Ingenuity, (peak- 
ing evil of no Man, nor detrading from any ; without 
Emulation giving a fair Character of every one thai de* 
ferves it , and that rather beyond than Ihort of their 
Merit, according to the excerfive Civility of his Nation. 

2. An Account of Varadifw Batavus, continent plus cen* 
turn plant as, &c. with additional Remarks by Mr. John 
Ray, F.R.S. 

HE learned and much celebrated Herbarift Dr. Paul 
_ Hermans, Author of this Wosk, whofe Name 
alone js fufficieut to recommend it to the ingenious Reader, 
defigned therein to give us the Hiftory of fuch rare and 
non defcript Plants, as well European as Indian, as were 
cultivated either in publick Phyfick-Gardens, or thole of 
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private curious Perfons* in and about Holland} as we fee 
now accordingly performed. Of forne of thofe he pre- 
fents us with both Defcriptions and Figures, of others 
with Defcriptions only, and of others which had been 
before defcribed, but not delineated with Figures, refer- 
irig us for their Defcriptions to their fir ft Authors. Of 
the firft Kind, this Work contains more than an Hundred 
Species, digefted in an Alphabetical Order. The Au- 
thor intended a Second and Third Century , for which 
he had prepared Materials, having caufed many more 
Plants to be drawn by Hand, which are not as yet en- 
graven, a Catalogue whereof the Editor hath added to 
the end of the Book, which it were to be defired, fome 
Pubiick-fpirired Perfons or Societies would be at the 
Charge of cutting in Brafs, that fo great a Treafure be 
not wholly fupprefTed and loft. 

All that I ftxall or need fay of this Piece is^ That the 
Defcriptions are very accurate, and fufficient alone to 
lead us into a certain and unerring Knowledge of the 
Plants described, and withal concife, and not encutnbred 
with fuperfluous and unneceiTary Stuff,, which obfeures 
rather than illuftrates j and that the Icons are anfwerable 
to the Defcriptions, not needing their - Afliftance to give 
us a certain Idea of the Species they rcprefcnt ; to which 
I may add, that they are fo exaftiy delineated and curi* 
oufly engraven, that for their Elegancy alone, they may 
invite the Cutiousin Sculpture to purchafethe Book. 

But beftde the Subjcd: of the Wcrk, thar is, the De- 
fcriptions of the more rare Plants therein contained, the 
Author gives us fome remarkable Obfervations by the by, 
asp, 19, &c. An exadl Divifion of Mallows, or Malva- 
ceom Plants 5 which he diftitrguilhes'into Two Kinds; 
1. Such as bear naked Seeds. 2. Such qs bear S^ds 
encldftd in Cafes or VtfTels. To this Jaft kind he appro- 
priates the Name of Althm, referring the common aU 
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thsa of the Shops to Malva> fhi£lly To called, 1 think 
it had been wore proper, to avoid Confufion and Miftake % to 
have left in quiet PojfeJ^on of the Name Akh#a, the Plant 
on which it was impojed by the Ancients^ by which that 
Plant is denoted in all the Writings of Herbarijls and Phy* 
fitian% % Ancient and Modern ; and impofed a new Name, 
on the Indian Mallow », as Monjieur Tournefort hath done, 
viz. Hehnia. Sucii as bear naked Seeds he divides into 
Malve in Specie Co called, and Alcem. The Notes of 
Maiva he conftitutes, Many naked femiluoary Seeds, 
difpokd in the Fonn of a Rundle or Placenta ; a double 
Calix divided into Eight Segments or more, as it wcr$ 
into fo many Leaves; Flowers made up of Five Leaves 
or Petala y joined at the bottom, and a Stile in the Middle, 
furniihed with many Apices ; or inftead of fuch Style, 
made up of many Leaves [Petala*] fimple LeaVes, alter- 
nately fituate, either roundiili or oblong, either entire 
and undivided, or divided but not deeply. Thofe called 
by the Name of Alcea are, he faith, of Two Kinds. Thofe 
of the firft Kind agree in their principal Parts with Mal- 
lows, [Malva] only their Stalks and Leaves are fome- 
what more rough, and thefe divided into narrower and 
deeper Lacinw ox Jags. Their Flowers harve" no Petala in 
the middle, but a Style with many Apices proceeding 
fometimes Tmgly, fomeumes many together out of the 
Bofoms of the Leaves. Thofe of the latter Kind have 
naked Triangular Seeds, Five for the moil parr, rarely 
more or fewer, clofe joined together into a Head [Capi? 
iulum] either of a fmooth Surface, or echinated after the 
manner of Xanthium. Their Calices are divided into 
Five Segments, their Flowers like thofe of the precedent 
Kind, but lefs, . their Leaves either entire only nicked in 
the Edges, relembling the Leaves of Hornbeam, Elm or 
Mulberry, or divided lefs or more deeply into Lobes : 
Thofe of the Second Kind, or Indian Mallows, which 
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he calls by the Name of Alth#&> bring forth Seeds ei- 
ther angulofe or round, in Veflels divided into Five Cells, 
more or fewer, of different Form and Magnitude j ha- 
ving makaceous Flowers and Calyces j leaves alternate- 
ly fituate, feme whole, forne divided into Lobes, fome 
deeply laciriiated. 

Another Remark he gives us concerning the Plants, 
called by the diftinft Names of Apocyna or Dogsbanes, 
A/ciepiais or Swallow- worts, and Neria or Rofe-bayes, 
which Three he reduces to one Kind ; the Chara&eriftic 
whereof he makes Silique, or Cods of one Piece, open- 
ing long- way s> and containing Seeds piled one upon ano- 
ther imlricatim, each having a long appendant Filament 
of Down. For. whereas fome make the Difference be- 
tween thefe to be, that the Swallow* worts have fingle 
Cods Succeeding each Flower, but the Dogs-banes and 
Neria s or Rofe-bayes double j and that the Neria are 
flirubby or arborefcent Plants, containing a Limpid or 
Yellowifli Juice, whereas the Apocyna yield a Milk: He 
{hews that thefe Notes are not proper to one Kind, but 
agree promifcuoufly to all the reft. For fometimes the 
Swallow- worts bear fingle Cods'; he might have fat d al- 
ways according to the Intention of Nature \ and on the con- 
trary, the Apocyna do not always bear double Cods, but 
fcmetime foiitary or fingle. Neither doth Nerium only 
grow up to the Magnitude and Stature of a Tree, or 
contain a limpid yellow 7 Juice, but alfo fome forts otApo* 
tjna ; neither doth Swallow-wort only yield a limpid 
wafry Juice, but fome forts of Apocyna alio. Befides 
though this Juice in Swallow- wort be limpid in ibv be- 
ginning of Summer, yet towards Autumn it grows thick 
and Milky ; as Fah, Columna hath obferved. Of thefe 
Apocyna^ which are very numerous, he gives us a Cata- 
logue, containing both thefe- obferved by himfelf, ' and 
thbfe defcribed by others, which he diftinguilhts imo 
Two Kinds, i a lireflv %. Scmdmu 3. He 
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3. He gives us an Enumeration of fuch Plants as may 
be comprehended under the general Name of Arm-,, tho 
Charadkriftick whereof he makes to be a Bacciferous 
Plant, having a monopetalous cucullate Flower ; whereof 
there ate Four forts called by the Names of Aron, Arifa- 
rum, Dracontium and Colocafia. Arljarum differs from 
Arum in being kfs and flenderer in ail its parts. Coloca- 
fia from both, in having ftnooth, umbilicate Leaves, 
without any Spots ; the Foot-lhtlk* inferred not itvthe 
end, but in the middle of the Leaf, after the manner of 
the Cotolydonei ; Flowers fbmetimes fingle, fometimes 
more than one proceeding out of the fame folliculate 
Foot-ftalk ; a Style thicker and (Shorter fhan Aron % and 
terminating in a {lender Point. Dracontium differs from 
Arum and the reft, in having a Leaf deeply lacioiated or 
divided into many Jaggs. 




X. Books lately Printed beyond Sea. 

s Raite des emhaumemens Jelcn les anciens & fesmo* 
dernes, avec un description de quelques comport ions 
halfamiques & odor antes .Par Louis Penicher Ancien Garde 
des Marchands Apotiquaires de Paris. In nmo. 1693. 

La Galleria Di Minerva ©vero Notizie Vniverfali, Di 
quanto e ftato fcritto da Letterati d'Europa non folo net 
prefente Secolo^ ma ancora ne gia trafcorfi, in qualunque 
materia Sacra*, e Prcfana, Retorica, Poetica, Politica i 
IJlorka^ Ge&grafica^ Crowlogica, Teologica, Filofofica, Md» 
tematica^ Medica^ e Legale^ e finaimente in ogni Scienza, 
e in ogni Arte ft Mecanica come Liherale. tratte da Lihri 
non folo Stampati) madajlampqrfi y ove oltre a quanto in- 
fegnatio gli At it di Lipfia, e a Inghilterra. t VEfemeride di 
Germama } la Bihlioteca Vniverjale di Francia, ed i Gior* 

nali 



